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HASAN, Eid-Ul (Research Fellow, Institute for Advanced Social Research)
Why do only few Japanese students attend at international academic meetings, particularly those at over-
seas, and are reluctant to present their research outcomes in English? Among many related reasons, much
of the answer lies in the fact that they usually don’t have an opportunity to speak English. Unfortunately,
students at the Department of Sociology in Kwansei Gakuin University are no exception. Despite the ef-
forts of and opportunities available at the sociology department such as the overseas research grants, the
number of participants at the overseas academic meetings is in gradual decline. Also, students who are flu-
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ent in English, in most cases, tend to choose jobs rather than going to the graduate school. Both under-
graduate and graduate students conducting research on Japan are often reluctant to communicate in Eng-
lish, and thus a large number of high-quality research outcomes never get presented in front of interna-
tional audiences at the overseas conferences/seminars that otherwise they would want to hear. Against such
backdrops, the Institute for Advanced Social Research with the cooperation from the Department of Soci-
ology launched a new educational project called “Luncheon Meeting of Sociology in English” in October
2016. The aim of this project is twofold. First, by providing a platform where both undergraduate and
graduate students can have opportunities to talk about and discuss on sociological research in English on a
daily basis, it aims to reduce the ‘awareness of difficulties’ and increase their confidence in talking about
research in English. Second, it aims to increase students’ desire to participate at and the declining number
of applicants reporting on research outcomes to overseas academic conferences/seminars. As for the initial
stage, the meeting was held on lunch break (12 : 40-13 : 30) usually every Tuesday at the working space
of the Collaborative Learning Room, Faculty of Sociology during the fall semester of 2016. Interested stu-
dents from both undergraduate and graduate/doctoral degree programs participated voluntarily. Their level
of English ability, with few exceptions, was mostly about the beginner class of English conversation class.
My role was facilitating instead of teaching. A total of 11 sessions was held over the course of the fall se-
mester. Starting with an introductory session where students shared their own research interests, they them-
selves selected the theme to be discussed in the next session. The themes selected by the participating stu-
dents are : intercultural communication, SNS, East Asian pop culture, sociology of festivals, environ-
mental sociology, urban legends, war memories, sociology of education, urban sociology, and sociology of
tourism. Although guidelines were provided, students were always encouraged to actively participate
through dialogue―they commented on what another student had said, questions were raised and responses
were made accordingly. Although the “Luncheon Meeting of Sociology in English” is in its’ infancy, we
strongly believe that it was the first step of a long journey towards the creation of a leading global univer-
sity as it was able to successfully create an environment, and provide a platform, where high-quality re-
search outcomes in English would emerge from the young students with reduced ‘awareness of difficulties’
and increased confidence level in talking about research in English in the course of time. This in turn, as
we hope, would also gradually increase the number of participants in the overseas conferences/seminars
where students’ works would be appreciated by the diverse audiences and thus they could feel the joy of
sharing research in English. All told, continuity is crucial for such project’s maturity―the choice is ours.
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